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When choosing a practice facility thought and consideration should be given to the following:





1	How many practice bays do I need?


2	Do I want full length pitches or separate batting and bowling ends?


3	Which specification is best for my needs, ‘Natural’ or ‘International’?


4	Do I want synthetic infill surrounds and if so do I want ‘Standard’ or ‘Squared’?


5	Should I have a fixed netcage and how big does it need to be?





We will help you to choose the best location and can also help


with advice on sources of grant funding.








Pitch Configuration


Subject to space, Clubs and Schools


generally look to a 2 bay practice facility,


although 3 and 4 bay facilities are also


quite common.





The precise position of the


pitches is important and


ideally should face North/South


and be situated close to the pavilion.


It is always helpful if practice pitches can be positioned away from trees and shade and obviously it is advantageous if the practice area can be used when a match is in progress. The facility would be designed to accommodate both Junior and Senior members.





As you will only ever use your pitch in one direction the playing surface does not need to cover the full length of the wicket, but if you intend to use the practice pitch for juniors you


may want to opt for 9 m bowling ends or even a full length pitch to give you more


flexibility to use different length pitches.








See our specification pages for the differences between ‘Natural’ and


‘International’ pitches





Synthetic Infill Surrounds


Synthetic infill surrounds (Infills) are now almost standard.  The areas between and to the sides of the ClubTurf and between the batting and bowling ends (see diagram) is laid to a specially approved artificial grass, which keeps the area free of mud. The Infills eliminate all


awkward grass cutting and extend 30 cm outside the netcage and are laid on


a 25 mm compacted thickness of hard-porous material.





For best results you should consider the new squared infills and the


option of extending the run ups with additional infill material.





Netcage


Health and Safety requirements are such that our netcages now come in 3.66 m x 3.66 m x 3.66 m sections of 42 mm dia. galvanised steel and you can specify the overall dimensions to best suit your needs.





We recommend a minimum of 18.3 m long with full surround and division netting


and 7.32 m netting over the batting ends to prevent balls landing in adjacent


nets whilst still allowing spin bowlers to flight the ball.





If you’re concerned about stray balls we can offer full roof netting, a fully


enclosed netcage or a ball-stop net behind the bowlers which doubles as a


sightscreen for the batsmen.





ClubTurf Practice Pitches
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